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THREE MONTANA WOMEN TO BE HONORED AS UM DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 
MISSOULA -
Two lawyers who paved the way for women in the Montana legal profession and an 
author who has dedicated her life to preserving the state’s small-town cultures will be honored as 
distinguished alumnae of The University of Montana.
Diane MacDonald Barz of Poison, Doris Swords Poppler of Billings and Lee Birkett 
Rostad of Martinsdale will received 2004 Distinguished Alumni Awards Friday, Oct. 8, during 
UM’s Homecoming.
The public is invited to the 6 p.m. awards presentation and reception in the University 
Center Ballroom.
Barz, who earned her law degree in 1968, was the first woman and the youngest person 
elected as a state District Court judge, a position she was reelected to four times in Yellowstone 
County. In 1987 Barz became the first woman to sit on the Montana Supreme Court.
Until her retirement from the district court bench in December 2003, Barz focused on the 
treatment of children in the criminal justice system. She served as Youth Court judge in Billings 
for 15 years and helped establish the Youth Court Conference Committee.
Barz served as chair of the Montana Judicial Nomination Commission during 1995-2003. 
She has been active in Big Brothers and Sisters; the advisory board for Tumbleweed Program for
runaway, homeless and at-risk youth in Yellowstone County; the Junior League of Billings; and 
as a member of the UM School o f Law Board of Visitors.
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Poppler graduated with a law degree in 1948 and later took a 22-year leave from 
practicing law to raise six children and care for her husband, Louis. She joined Barz to form the 
first all-woman law firm in Montana and was the first woman to receive the UM law school’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award. In 1990 Poppler became the first woman in the state to become 
U.S. Attorney for the District of Montana, an appointment made by President George H.W. Bush.
She was a field representative for the National Indian Gaming Commission and continues 
today as a consultant. Active on the Billings City Council and the Tri-County Guardianship, 
Poppler also has served on the Montana Human Rights Commission and the Billings school 
board. She recently received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Barristers and remains its 
only woman member.
Rostad earned a bachelor’s degree in history and political science in 1951 and was a 
Fulbright scholar to London following graduation. A former teacher, Rostad is an author, 
historian, art advocate, potter and painter, who has operated Chicken House Pottery for 20 years. 
She writes a weekly column for the Meagher County News, and her most recent book, “Grace 
Stone Coates -  Her Life in Letters,” was published last summer.
In 2001 Rostad received the Governor’s Award in Humanities. She has served on the 
Montana Committee for the Humanites, the Charles M. Bair Family Trust board and the Montana 
Historical Society board.
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